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€ON«TlTtrnOK 

Highly approving of the benevolent object 
of ^^The American Society for educating; 
Pious Youth for the Gospel Ministry ;'^ ani^ 
desirous of co-operating in this labour of love^ 
we^ whose names are underwritten^ hereby 
form an Association^ by the name of l^iiK 

NORTHWESTfcHN BrANCH 0*" THE AMERICAN 

Society for rducatino Pious Youth for 
^THE Gospel Ministry ; and adopt the fol- 
lowing Constitution ; 

ARTICLE i. 

Any person in the state of Vermont^ or in 
the northern counties of the state of !New- 
York^ may become a member of this Society^ 
by 8obscr3)ing the constitution^ and engaging 
to pay annually a sum not less than on^ 
Aollar ; and continue to be a member, as long 
as be shall pay this annual subsoiption^. oi* 
any perscm wbo shall subscribe and pay, at 
one time, a sum not less than ten ddHars^ 
shall be « member for life^ 

ARTICLE n. 
The ofteers of the Society shall be a Pi-es- 
Sdfent, two or more Vice-Presidents, a Secre- 
tary, a Treasurer, a Board of Directors, an 
Sxecutive Committee, one or more Tiravel- 
ling AgentS; and in each tow% where the 



interests of the Society can be promoted'^ 
two or more Local Agents. These officers^ 
except the Executive Committee and the 
Agents^ shall be chosen annually, at thir 
stated annual meeting of the Society. 

ARTICLE III. 

The Board of Directors shall be composed^ 
of the President, the Secretary, and nine or 
move other gentlemen. The Directors shall 
hold two stated meetings in a year ; the first 
immediately after their election, at the time 
and place of the annual meeting of the So- 
ciety ; and the second on the day preceding 
the next following annual meeeting of the 
Society^ at the place of that meeting. They 
may likewise continue their first stated meet- 
ins; by adjtjurnment ; or the President may 
call a special meeting of the Boards by eau£^ 
ing imrticular notice of the time and place to 
be given to each Director. Five members of 
the Board shall be requisite to constitute a 
quorum for business.' 

It shall be the dufy &f the Directors^ at 
their first meeting, to appoint an Executive 
Committee from their own number ; and give 
them such directiiMis, in addition to the 
provisions of the Constitution, as may be 
deemed expedient. At their second meeting, 
it shall be their business to examine the prO" 
ceedings of the Executive Committee, and 
the statement of the Treasurer; and prepai»^^ 
their annual Keport to the Society.. 
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ARTICLE IT. 

ITie Eicecutive Committee sball;«onsist of 
three persons, appointed by the Board of 
Directors % till this Society shall be regularly 
acknowledged, as a Branch of ^^the American 
Bodety for educating Pious Youth for the 
Gospel Ministry,'^ agreeably to the provisions 
of the constitution of that Society* After 
60ch acknowledgment by the Directors eS, that 
t^ociety, one member of this Committee will 
of course be appointed by them. It shall be 
the duty of the Executive Committee to 
examine candidates for the charity of 4he 
Society ; and make appropriations to such as 
are duly admitted, as beneficiaries, according 
to the provisions of the Constitution, and the 
Instructions of the Directors. 

They shall likewise have authority tg 
appoint Travelling Agents, whenever the 
interests of the Society shall require it ; and 
designate Local Agents, either directly, or by 
Xxavelling Agents. 

IFor the purpose of examining candidates, 
.making appropriations to beneficiaries, &c. 
the Executive Committee shall hold quarterly 
meetings on the first Wednesday in January, 
April, July and October at S o'clock, P. JVL 
and shall meet at such other times, as they 
may find convenient and necessary. 

Finally, it shall be the duty of the Com- 
mittee, at the close of their official year, to 
.prepare a detailed report of their transactions; 



and the state and prospects of the Society ; 
which report they shall present to the Board 
of Directors at their meetings on the day 
preceding the annual meeting, of the Society* 

ARTICLE V. 

The Board df Directors or the £»€Bti¥» 
Committee^ may draw orders on the Treasure*, 
er, to defray the incidental expenees of tb» 
Society^ No officer of the Society^ however^ 
except Travelling Agents^ shall receive any 
pecuBiafy reward for their services. 

AUtlCLE Vf. 

It shall be the duty of the Load Jlgenf&}. 
(whose term of office shall continue from year 
to year, as long as they shall promote the in«- 
tei'ests of the Society) in each town respective*- 
ly, to consult tc^ther ; and in the manner 
they shall judge most expedienl^ endeavour to* 
procure subscriptions^ donations and contri- 
butions to the funds of the Society^ or to 
organize auxiliary societies^ both male and 
female* It shall especially be the duty of 
the Local Agents to encourage an annual 
contribution on tho: first Sabbath in January^ 
for the funds of the Society, in the several 
religious societies of every denomination of 
Christians, in their respective towns; ta 
receive the avails of sudi contributions ; and 
in the course of the same month ; to collect 
the sums subscribed by members and donors ;, 
and transmit the mon^ thus colleeted to tbe^ 
Treasurer of the Society, at the annual 



meetings or previcwiflly, if convenieni-^It 
shall likewise be their duty to transmit the 
names of sabsETibers, with the sums paid^ 
against their names^ to the Secretary; that 
he may be able to moke a distinct record of 
the members and donors in each town. ; And^ 
if in any place, a church or society in* an 
mdiVidnal person shonld und^iake to edacate 
ode or more pioas young men for the Minisr 
try> the Local Agents in that place may state 
to the Secretary the anuual sum appropriated 
for this purpose, that the fact may be included 
in the annual report of the Directors : Pro- 
vided such young men shall have been ex- 
amined and approved by the Executive Com- 
mittee; and shall annually present satisfac- 
tory certificates from their instructors, agree- 
ably to the constitution. 

ARTICLE vir. 
Any church or Auxiliary Society may 
send to the annual meeting, one delegate for 
every ten dollars contributed, in money or 
necessaries, toward the support of an approv- 
ed beneficiary. 

The President of any Auxiliary Society, 
which contributes annually one hundred dol- 
lars, shall be an honorary Vice-President of 
this Society ; and all gentlemen, who make 
a donation of one hundred dollars, or who> 
at one payment, increase their original sub- 
scription to that sum, shall be honorary Vice- 
President?. » 



ARTlCtB VIM. 

Any indigimt young bmh of bopefiil piety^ 
exemplary cluaracter and respectable talent 
(witii wiAteyer deBDminatian of Chrifttmna 
connecied) may he a candidate for the charity 
of this Society. — ^Nbiie^ however^ shall be 
admitted as a hen^iciaryf without periaonal 
examination by the Executive Committee. 
Nor shall any one he admitted to exuninaiicm^ 
who is not fifteen years of age ; and who has 
not deroted at least three months to das^cal 
studies^ with a qualified instructor. 

Every af^licant shall likewise be required 
io exhibit to the Exerative Committee^ at the 
time of his examination^ unequivocal testimo- 
nials^ from ihree or more serious and respect- 
able persons^ best acquainted with him; 
stating bis age^ place of residence^ and need 
of assistance ; declariug their views of his 
moral and reli^ous character^ talents and 
learning ; and certifying their belief^ that it is 
his serious desire to devote his life to the Gos- 
pel Ministry. 

Every approved beneficiary^ whether in an 
Academy^ at a College, or with a private 
instructor^ in any stage of his education^ upon 
application to the Executive Committee^ shall 
receive quarterly some assistance. No oue^ 
however^ shall receive more than is deemed 
sufficient^ vdth economy, personal exerdon, 
and the aid of his friends, to enable him to 
pursue his studies without embarrassment. 



9ffrj ftppliefttkffi 4e tiie Bxectrfive Commit- 
tee for assistances most bo accompanied with 
a jitatement of expences, and a <»i<ti6eftte 
from tlie instructor of the beneficiary^ testify- 
ing that he continues to sustain^ in all respects^ 
the character which the constitution requires. 

ARTICLE IX. 

There shall be an annual meeting of the 
Society on the first Wednesday in Felwruary,, 
at 10 o'clock^ A. M. The place for holding 
each annual meetings shall be designated by 
vote of the Society, at the meeting preceding. 
At each of these meetings a discourse shall 
be delivered before the Sodely. 

ARTICLE X. 

This Constitution may be altered by a 
majority ^{ the subscribers, present at the 
first meeting for the organization of the Soci- 
ety ; which shall be holden at Gastleton, oh 
the first Wednesday of Febraary, 1820. 
But, after that period, no alteration shall be 
made lyithout the concurrence of two thirds* 
Htf the members j[iresent. 
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